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We now look in more detail to the Introductory Rite of the Mass.  The first action is the Entrance.  This 
consists of a procession and a hymn. 

The procession really begins when we enter the church before Mass.  Each of us is in procession 
reminding us that we are pilgrims on a journey with a destination – eternal life with God.   In the formal 
procession at the beginning of Mass, the ministers “…are, symbolically speaking, the last to arrive, 
making the assembly complete so that the shared worship can begin” (Corinna Laughlin, “Journeying on 
in Faith:  The Power of Processions.”  Ministry & Liturgy, 42 (August 2015):  20). 

The symbols carried in the procession tell us something important.  We carry the cross, candles, and the 
Book of the Gospels.  Gilbert Ostdiek explains the significance of these symbols (see Gilbert Ostdiek, “A 
Mystagogy of the Eucharist.”  Liturgical Ministry, 20 (Fall 2011):  162). 

The work of liturgy is the work of salvation.  God has saved us despite our sins and offers us the hope 
and promise of eternal life with God in heaven.  This work of salvation is accomplished by Jesus Christ 
through his death and resurrection.  The cross reminds us of this and it challenges each of us to take up 
the cross and follow Jesus.  We bring to this celebration our own daily moments of dying and rising. 

The candles symbolize light in the midst of darkness.  Gilbert Ostdiek tells us that “(t)he candles entering 
through our midst are the symbols of the witness to Christ, however dim or bright, that we have given 
that week.”  

We are challenged to become better witnesses of Christ and the Book of the Gospels reminds us of 
this.  This book contains the very words and deeds of Jesus providing an example of how we should live 
our lives. 

Gilbert Ostdiek sums this up:  “As we gather, the cross, candles, and Gospel book tell us simply and 
silently what our celebration is about.  We are to bring our daily lives of dying and rising and of witness 
and service to others into the assembly.  There we are to join them with Christ.” 

This procession is accompanied by a hymn in which we all join.  The hymn expresses our unity, 
introduces us to the season or feast we are celebrating (here at St. Mark we are aware of this by the 
banners which display the colors of the season or feast), and accompanies the entrance procession in 
which the priest and other ministers process through the congregation giving us a visible sense of 
unity.  The Entrance Hymn “is actually a call to the individual to be transformed by a community of 
voices responding thankfully and joyously to the presence and blessing of the triune God” (Neil 
Pembroke, “From Tourist to Pilgrim:  Individualization, Christianization, and the Sacraments.”  Worship, 
8 (September 2010):  418). 
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